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which are in the national science collection of

Mora Ferenc Museum
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A viragokat és a madarakat is, s ahogy zizeg a nad, ahogy csobban a viz;
de legjobban talan mégiscsak ezt szerettem: a csondet korilottem s a kék eget
felettem.

The fauna and flora around us have many miracles. Valuable, rare and unique bird
species can be seen in the sky, in Hungary; for example, those 4 species which can
be seen in the Méra Ferenc Museum. Read about them and how they got there.

Did you know?
1. Birdsarethe second most populous class among vertebrates with about 10000 species.
2. InHungary, there are about 400 species.
3. Theyhaveair-filled bones, thus they can fly easier.
4. Theybreathwith lungbutitis different from the lungs of mammals.
5. Ifyouwanttodo bird-watching, you must have binoculars.
6. Bird-ringingisaresearch method, which helps to study their habits, paths and moving.
7. Yearly, about 200000 birds are watched with this research
8. Duringthe preparation, the animals are mounted and conserved.
9. Birdsdousefulworkininhabited areas, they feed oninsects and pests.
10. In Hungary, birds and trees have been celebrated on 10" May every year for 100 years.

11. Otté Hermann (1835-1914) is the most famous Hungarian ornithologist.



King eider
(Somaterie spectabilis)

This is a rare bird which was found in HédmezG6vasarhely in 1876. The bird died because of hunting. Its
hunter is unknown, its carcass was found by pupils who took it to the local pharmacist who prepared
the bird immediately. The bird was taken to the local reformed high school, later to Tornyai Janos
Musem, then to Szeged. The bird has been seen two times in Hungary. This bird, which is widespread
in Europe likes swamps, lakes and bogs. It is measuring 47-63 cm in length with a wingspan of 86-102
cm. It builds a scrape nest on the ground. The female lines the nest with vegetation and down feathers
from her own body. She lays 3-7 eggs. The young are raised collectively by the females. They feed on
insects like mosquito pupas, small crayfish, plants near lakes and shellfish, sea-nails, sea urchins and
holothurians near the sea. This bird is protected, its (ecological) value is 25000 HUF.

Glaucous gull
(Larus h. hyperboreus)

The museum piece was found near Lake Fehér in Szeged by Péter Berezk, ornithologist. The rare
migratory bird has been seen once in Hungary. It is 62-68 cm long, its wingspan is 150-165 cm. It feeds
onfish, eggs, young birds. It can be seen on dumps, too. It lives in the Arctic region. It breeds in Europe,
Asia and North-America, too.

Itisahighly protected bird, itis threatened by extinction. Its (ecological) value is 25000 HUF.

Atlantic puffin
(Fratercula arcticagrabae)

It was found in H6dmezG6vdasarhely in 1863. According to the memories, one day, there was a very
strong, one day long stormin Hungary inthe December of 1863. It caused serious damage in Vasarhely
and alsointhe surroundings of Szeged. Probably, the Atlantic puffin arrived to Hungary because of this
storm. The dead bird was prepared by Karoly Wégner, local pharmacist then it was taken to the local
reformed high school, later to the Tornyai Musem and then to Méra Ferenc Museum.

It lives on North Atlanticislands. Its length is about 30cm and its wingspan is 50-60 cm. Its back is black,
its breast, belly and chap are white. Its beaks are boldly coloured in the breeding season. It can live for
10-15years.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2FrPpBrrks

Lesser yellowlegs
(Tringaflavipes)

The bird was found in Kecskemét, Lake Szénds by Gyorgy Gorzd in the September of 1959, later he
prepared it. It was taken to the Zoological Taxonomy Institution of the University of Szeged. In 1968, it
was given to Méra Ferenc Museum. It is a very rare, migratory bird. It has been seen in Hungary three
times. Its length is about 25 cm, its wingspan is 60-65 cm. It breeds on clearings near ponds in North-
America. It feedsoninsectsand worms. It lays 4 eggs.

Itisa protected bird, its (ecological) value is 25000 HUF.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2FrPpBrrks
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